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Week 1: Image of God in Every Person
Genesis 1:26–27

Big Idea
The most foundational truth of human life is that we’re created by God and created in God’s image. And if that’s true,
then it changes everything.

1. Point One: We’re designed to reflect God’s glory (Gen 1:26)
a. What it says

● Notice the Trinitarian language of “us.”
● The things humanity is tasked with were previously reserved for God.

b. Why it matters
● Made in God’s image, we’re to be ambassadors, revealing God to the world.
● As ambassadors, we’re to extend the work of our “home government,” creating and protecting life and

beauty (Gen 1:28).
c. What to do

● You are a noble ambassador of God’s glory—take comfort.
● You did nothing to earn this status—we have no right to take away either.

2. Point Two: Sin does not remove the image of God (Gen 9:6)
a. What it says

● Gen 3:23 – Though banished from Eden, notice that man’s command “to work the ground from which he
was taken” remains.

● Gen 9:6 – Notice the logic, “for God made man in his own image.” This is happening after the Fall. This
means the image of God is still intact in fallen humanity.

b. Why it matters
● Despite God’s ambassadors committing treason against their own kingdom, God does not remove his

image or their value.
● Though the image is not removed, the work is more difficult (3:15–17).

c. What to do
● When your work is a challenge, don’t be surprised, that’s life after the Fall.
● But when your work is a challenge, don’t give up, because the image of God still resides in you. The

capacity to do amazing things, to persuade hearts, and even to save lives is possible.

3. Point Three: We must see the reality of the image of God in all people.
a. What it says

● Jesus reveals to us what the perfect image of God looks like (Heb 1:3).
● If so, that means then he also is the image we’re conformed into and the kind of man we aspire to be

like (and that means caring about the things he cares about).
b. Why it matters

● Jesus cares for the vulnerable and people whom society would like to keep silent. Hardly anything is
more vulnerable than a preborn child.

● Every single person, no matter their beliefs, reflects back something that’s true of God. That should
remind us that Satan, not non-Christians are the enemy.

c. What to do
● View people the same way Jesus does: beloved, needy sinners in need of grace.
● As a Christian, bear in mind, you’re a part of the people who turned the world upside down by caring for

the vulnerable and proclaiming a resurrected Christ, precisely because you believe that God, who raises
from the dead, also creates every life full of dignity and meaning.



Week 2: Image of God in Preborn Children
Topical

Big Idea
Life is not only a blessing, but something carefully and wonderfully made, designed to point us to the newness of life
and eternity. As a result, when we fail to see life as God does, we reject his plan for our lives and the universe.

1. Point One: Scripture views those in the womb as alive (Psalm 139:13–16).
a. What it says

● This passage explicitly references life “in my mother’s womb” (cf. Jer 1:5; Luke 1:15).
● Even deeper, notice the language (depths, unformed substance, formed, wonderfully made). This is

designed to remind the reader of God’s creation of the universe (Gen 1–2), which makes it even clearer
that life in the womb matters to God.

b. Why it matters
● If you are “carefully and wonderfully made,” that also implies that God has a plan for your life.
● Life is not fundamentally our doing and therefore it’s not ours to undo either.

c. What to do
● Refuse to accept the lie that what we cannot see is not life.
● Rest in the fact that the same Creator that made you in the womb is Lord over your day to day

existence.

2. Point Two: God views those in the womb as a blessing (Psalm 127:3).
a. What it says

● Everywhere in Scripture life is seen as a blessing (Sarai, Rebecca, Hannah, Samson’s mother, Elizabeth,
Michal, etc.).

● Everywhere in Scripture where life is absent (barrenness) it is grieved (and grief implies that life is good).
b. Why it matters

● Life is celebrated in part because that’s how you stayed alive (agricultural context).
● Life is important because it’s through continuation of a life we have the birth of a Messiah.
● Life is designed to be a signpost pointing to other truths (new life in Christ, resurrection, new creation).

c. What to do
● Resist the temptation to think of children as an economic burden.
● Rest

3. Point Three: Satan views those in the womb as a condemnation (Rev 12:1–5).
a. What it says

● Revelation portrays Satan as a dragon threatened by the birth of Christ.
● All of Scripture shows a Satanic instinct to lash out at life (Pharaoh, Herod).

b. Why it matters
● Satan and demons are fallen angels, designed originally to serve humanity (Heb 1:14), but they rebel

against that calling and seek to set up a kingdom of their own.
● In judgment, God says that another one born of woman will crush their head (Gen 3:15); when Satan

sees new life he sees a reminder of the One who will crush him, and he lashes out.
c. What to do

● Refuse to be a pro-life people that subconciously have a pro-choice logic: that’s what Satan wants to do,
to blind you to reality and get you to think of new life as something that will burden you.

● Refuse to be a pro-life people that subconciously have pro-choice tactics: that’s what Satan wants you to
do also, to lash out at those who disagree with you. Instead, seek to love, to persuade, and to show
grace in the same manner Jesus did and does to you.



Week 3: Image of God in Women

Genesis 1:28–31

Big Idea
Scripture-filled Christians will recognize the way Satan seeks to deceive and destroy women and answer that with the
compassion and combat of Jesus, who fights against Satan’s lies.

1. Point One: God’s design for women is one of flourishing (Gen 1:28–31).
a. What it says

● When you read Genesis 1, one of the things that should strike you is not the differences between men
and women, but the sameness. They both are made in the image of God (1:27), both are blessed (1:28a),
both are given the command to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth (1:28b), both are given
dominion over the entire planet (1:28c), and both are gifted every food for their delight (1:29).

● Throughout the Bible, Scripture highlights women and elevates their status repeatedly (Sarah, Rahab,
Ruth, Esther, Mary, Lydia, Phoebe, Mary Magdalene).

b. Why it matters
● Scripture doesn’t portray women as one-dimensional, existing merely to do what a man tells her to do.

Women are instead co-heirs, equal in the way they image God, designed to flourish within God’s design.
● It’s easy to forget just how revolutionary and counter-intuitive to the original readers of the Bible that it

would be to highlight women to the degree Scripture does.
c. What to do

● Take every opportunity to see women as God does: bearing dignity and worth, standing in need of
grace, designed to flourish and be indispensable allies.

● Ask yourself whether you exert the same care for women as Jesus does in the NT: If not, why not?

2. Point Two: Satan’s design for women is one of futility (Gen 3:1–5).
a. What it says

● Notice that Satan’s first word to Eve is one of deceit, tempting her to doubt God’s goodness to her.
● Notice that Satan seeks to tell lies with the truth. He says “You will not surely die,” and that’s true in the

immediate sense (she doesn’t drop dead physically), but it’s a lie in light of her spiritual death.
b. Why it matters

● The same tactic that Satan displays in Eden is what he does with vulnerable women: isolate and use
scare tactics. Satan seeks to isolate Eve from God (by getting her to sin) by getting her to see rebellion as
desirable (Gen 3:6). In the same way he makes abortion seem like a desireable solution to a problem so
he can later use that to terrorize a woman’s conscience.

● Satan also seeks to hold out an alternative future that proves to be false. “You will be like God,” (Gen 3:5)
hums with the same Satanic logic as does, “One little procedure and you’ll be like new.”

c. What to do
● Ask yourself in what ways is Satan trying to use doubt to drive you to disobedience?
● Refuse to be someone who thinks we know what’s best for us more than God does.

3. Application: Be people who see reality in fullness.
a. The reality of this universe is that there’s a spiritual war going on (1 Pet 5:8–9; 2 Cor 10:4–5; Eph 6:10–11).
b. We need to recognize that Satan is lashing out both at preborn babies and the women carrying them.
c. We need to have a biblical response that shows compassion to women who are being preyed upon by both

Satan himself and a predatory abortion industry.
d. Part of what Jesus is calling us to is being counter-cultural in the life of our church: welcoming women and

seeking to help them flourish and exercise their gifts in every biblical way possible.



Week 4: Image of God in Children
Mark 9:33–37

Big Idea: Jesus’ care for children reflects his plan for the universe, and we should share both.

1. Point One: Children point to the representation God intends (9:35).
a. What it says

● Jesus holds up a child in response to an argument about who is the greatest among Jesus’ followers.
● Jesus’ shows his concern is not about distinction but about devotedness—do we care more about being

great in the world’s eyes or in God’s?
● Jesus makes it plain that our job is to obey his command and show in the present what God’s coming

kingdom will look like in the future—and part of that entails caring for children.
b. Why it matters

● We’re to represent God in what we do—serving children (who are not self-sufficient but are in need of
care and instruction) reflects God’s own heart and fatherly care.

● We’re to represent God in how we act—serving those who cannot profit us in the present demonstrates
that our concern is not what profits us now.

● We’re to represent God by who we are—as those made in the image of God designed to show the world
what God is like by the way we relate to others.

c. What to do
● Embrace Jesus’ command to care for children—from the birth of the church, Christians have always led

the way in caring for children, not because it was the right thing to do politically, but because if we’re to
represent Jesus, our hearts should beat with the same compassion for them as his does for us. After all,
we are children of a heavenly Father in need of his love and care.

● Embrace Jesus’ plan for the universe—Some of us are scared to live too counter-culturally because it
would hurt our bottom line, our prestige, or our ability to live the kind of life we do. What Jesus is calling
us to, though, is care for a greater investment. Whoever serves the least of these in this age will “earn”
far more in the age to come. The question is whether you’re more interested in Jesus’ plan for the
universe or Satan’s.

2. Point Two: Children point to the reception God designs (9:36–37).
a. What it says

● God is identifying with the frailty of a child and associating himself and his message with that.
● God is describing that his kingdom is transmitted through reception of another, and pointing to his own

design of working through humanity, dwelling with them, and even taking on flesh to redeem humanity.
b. Why it matters

● We must be willing to serve those who cannot profit us if we’re to enjoy rich fellowship with Jesus.
● Children themselves are reflective of our own human dependence—those who damage them

damage something beautiful God has created in his image and declared to be of eternal value. To do so
isn’t just immoral, it’s evil and in fact satanic.

● We’re to live in childlike dependence in the gospel. When we refuse to do so, we’re lying about God, and
hindering the ability of others to see God and receive his message of salvation, because the way we act
influences how others see God.

c. What to do
● We should cherish both children and see ourselves as children in need of God’s provision.
● We must be willing to protect those in our church with vigilance, because children, in the womb, in the

nursery, and throughout our ministries are those Jesus himself upholds as representative of the kind of
faith and need that is to characterize our own lives before God.



Week 5: Building a Culture that Reflects the Image of God
Matthew 20:1–15

Big Idea:
The Christian life consists of serving faithfully out of an overflow of gratitude for what God has done for you in
Christ. If you believe that, your life and your church will look different.

1. Point One: Perceive the gentleness of Jesus’ heart for the needy.
a. What it says

● This passage is a kingdom parable, one of many throughout the Gospels. These are designed to orient
our hearts around what God’s kingdom is like and what that means in this age.

● Attention is often paid to the last line, “the last shall be first,” which is understandable, but follow the
flow of the narrative: workers are added through the day, and then the workers who came last are paid
first. One of the things that this parable naturally highlights is that these workers who were picked in
later hours. They were desperate enough for work, and had no other opportunities, so they merely
waited in the hope that they would find work.

b. Why it matters
● Parables tend to stress one main “lesson”; we’ll see that lesson in the next point, but we can learn from

the subjects in this parable too.
● The workers who waited were desperate and needy; these are the people the parable shows

compassion by paying them the same wage. In so doing we see the reflex of Jesus’ heart, who is, at the
deepest level of his heart “gentle and lowly” (Matt. 11:29) and eager to serve those in need.

c. What to do
● Examine whether you’re the kind of person who befriends people who are in need, who cannot help

your social standing, or bring you any profit.
● Consider the people in your orbit: who are those that are most likely to be ignored, to be in need, to be

treated as second-class citizens? How can you take a step to serve them?

2. Point Two: Pursue the generosity of a life transformed by grace.
a. What it says

● These workers who are hired last are paid first and paid equally.
● This being a kingdom parable draws our attention to God’s eternal plan.

b. Why it matters
● This parable points to a sin-pattern: each of us are prone to forget that it took a massive depth of grace

to save us from our sin. God’s generosity is great to those who came early and to those who come late.
● This parable points to an investment strategy: when Jesus says “the last shall be first,” that means, in

part, that those in Christ who suffer and faced scorn in life will experience “the great reversal” in the life
to come, but also, that those who store up their treasures on earth will pale in comparison to those who
“store up their treasure in heaven” (Matt 6:19–21).

c. What to do
● When you serve, crucify your tendency to measure your worth by comparing yourself to others, like

these in the parable did.
● Instead, when you serve, focus instead on what that service represents. You could not do so apart from

the overwhelming grace of God. So serve with gladness. And serve with generosity: making your focus
those whom Jesus regularly holds most closely in his heart: the vulnerable, downtrodden, and needy.



Week 6: Image of God in Every Stage of Life
James 1:21–27

Big Idea:
Saving faith will reveal itself in becoming more like Christ, which means caring for those whom he cares for, and
acting in a manner like Christ.

1. Point One: Beware the deceit of shallow faith
a. What it says

● The one who hears the word but does not do it deceives himself.
● There is a close connection with receiving God’s Word and acting upon it in obedience.

b. Why it matters
● Obedience to God’s Word shows that one actually believes God’s Word, because God’s people respond

to God’s voice (John 10:27–28).
● A life of deception leads to further sin and deceit, but a life of obedience leads to increasing levels of joy,

peace, and blessing (1:25).
c. What to do

● Examine the ways you fail to take action in places you should.
● Consider how faith in Christ touches every aspect of your life.

2. Point Two: Pursue the demonstration of true Christian faith
a. What it says

● James highlights “pure and undefiled religion” and offers two examples: (a) visiting orphans and widows
in their distress, and (b) keeping oneself unstained from the world.

● James makes a connection to earlier in the verse: these two activities are the opposite of the deceitful
and shallow faith that hears God’s Word but doesn’t act upon it.

b. Why it matters
● God saves us and “implants” (1:21) the Word into our heart; that means not only does the Word take

root deeper in us, but as it does we see and come to understand all the ways the gospel comes to bear
on the world around us.

● James upholds care for widows and orphans as a natural reflex for those in Christ; that’s because care
for people at every stage of life comes from a belief in man as created in the image of God. As God’s
Word takes root more deeply we see all the implications of God’s love for all those created in his image.

c. What to do
● Note the way that holiness and action are paired: pure and undefiled religion consists of holiness, and

holiness is both personal (“keep oneself unstained”) and corporate (“visiting widows and orphans”).
Don’t let your life be one-dimensional. If you are free from addiction or vice, but fail to serve others in
need with generosity, you’re missing the biblical picture.

● Embrace the pro-life ethic James establishes in these verses. As Christians, we care for widows and
orphans because we believe what God says about all human life being valuable, and because we are
one with Christ himself—whose heart beats most strongly for those most in need of his care.




