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WEEK 1: IMAGE OF GOD IN 
EVERY PERSON
As you begin this study, you may have a group ap-

proaching this topic from a variety of backgrounds and 

beliefs. Terms like “pro-life” can mean different things to 

different people. In such cases, it’s important to be sen-

sitive and guide the group to be humble and kind. You 

will likely have someone in your group who has been 

personally affected by abortion, and a gentle tone will 

go far to make it a place where they feel loved and safe.

As you prepare through the week, pray for:

• those who may bring emotional, physical, and spiri-

tual burdens with them.  

• those who have experienced abortion or who love 

someone who has. 

• those who are learning some of these things for 

the first time.

• those who, like the Brown family, have lost a child.



WEEK 2: IMAGE OF GOD IN 
PREBORN CHILDREN
This week dives into the humanity of the preborn child, and it also 

touches on the reality that many of the people in our churches have 

a first-hand experience with abortion. We know there is forgiveness 

and mercy in Christ for those who may be carrying guilt and shame. 

This is an important message to communicate to your group, wheth-

er they have personal experience with abortion or not. We all need 

the hope of the gospel. Try to steer the tone toward gentleness and 

away from any condemnation, especially as you look at the reasons 

why women choose abortion. 

As you prepare through the week, pray for:

• those who have personal experience with abortion.

• those in your community who are abortion-vulnerable, mean-

ing they are in danger of choosing abortion as they face un-

planned pregnancies.

• those who need to understand the reasons why women 

choose abortion.

• those who work and volunteer at local pregnancy 

resource centers.



WEEK 3: IMAGE OF GOD IN WOMEN
This week discusses the difficult topic of abuse. Statistically, it is 

quite likely that at least one person in your group is a survivor of 

abuse. It is possible someone in your group is currently a victim of 

abuse. If you know of someone in your group who has experienced 

abuse, consider speaking with them in advance of the meeting to 

let them know what you will be discussing in case it is too difficult 

for them to be present. This week also discusses the ways in which 

men suffer after an abortion and how we can care for post-abor-

tive men and women. Again, be sure to steer the tone toward love 

and gentleness.

As you prepare through the week, pray for:

• post-abortive women and men in your group and community.

• those in your group who have experienced abuse.

• eyes to recognize those who may currently be experi-

encing abuse, and that they would have the courage to 

reach out for help.

• single mothers in your group, church, and local community.



WEEK 4: IMAGE OF GOD IN CHILDREN
This week looks at historical and biblical views of children. It shows 

how Jesus was radically different from the surrounding culture 

in how He viewed and treated children. Because of this, the early 

church was known for treating children with dignity and love. As 

with last week, this week covers some difficult topics like child 

abuse. Be sensitive to those who may have experienced abuse as 

children and teens and those who have experienced other forms of 

childhood trauma. 

As you prepare through the week, pray for:

• those in your group who are survivors of childhood 

trauma and abuse.

• those whose lives have been touched by adoption in both re-

demptive and hard ways.

• those in your church who set policies for protecting the chil-

dren in their care.

• those in your church and community who are caring for children 

who are survivors of abuse and trauma.



WEEK 5: BUILDING A CULTURE THAT 
REFLECTS THE IMAGE OF GOD
This week covers a spectrum of topics around valuing all life. It 

touches on disability, mental illness, trauma, criminal justice, and 

issues surrounding immigrants and refugees. There is a section on 

how churches can be more hospitable and welcoming for those with 

disabilities or trauma. Sometimes these discussions can trend toward 

criticism of your local church. To avoid this, consider validating a 

group member’s concerns and then asking if they might want to be 

part of the solution to that problem. Often those who recognize and 

are passionate about a need are the best ones to work to meet it. 

As you prepare through the week, pray for:

• those in your group who are affected by disabilities, mental ill-

ness, and/or trauma.

• those in your group or community who have had experiences 

with the criminal justice system.

• immigrants and refugees in your community.

• the leaders of your church as they seek to build a culture of hos-

pitality to all.



WEEK 6: IMAGE OF GOD IN EVERY 
STAGE OF LIFE
As you discuss caring for the elderly this week, you may have people 

for whom this topic is difficult. Perhaps some of your members have 

recently lost parents or loved ones, or they may be exhausted from 

caring for elderly family members. If you have elderly members in 

your group, they may be feeling the effects of aging or be experienc-

ing loneliness. The topics of euthanasia and assisted suicide can also 

be difficult for some, and you may have people expressing different 

opinions. Point group members back to Scripture and dependence 

on God for wisdom and strength in our weakness.

As you prepare through the week, pray for:

• those in your group who have lost loved ones.

• those who are caring for elderly family members.

• those who have been affected by issues surrounding euthanasia 

or assisted suicide.

• those who are weighed down and exhausted during this season.

• widows, widowers, and the elderly in your church and community. 




